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Vocabulary	Associated	with	Library	
Barcode	Number:	The	14-digit	number	appearing	beneath	the	barcode	found	in	the	beginning	
or	end	papers	of	a	book.	Barcode	numbers	for	Cornell	library	books	begin	with	the	numbers	“3	
1924”	and	are	used	to	charge,	discharge,	and	renew	books.	

Bibliography:	A	bibliography	is	a	list	of	citations	for	books,	periodical	articles,	articles	in	books,	
theses,	and	other	materials.	Published	bibliographies	on	specific	subjects	are	often	found	at	the	
end	of	articles	and	entries	in	reference	books.	The	presence	of	a	bibliography	is	one	of	the	signs	
of	a	work	of	scholarship	as	opposed	to	a	popular	work,	for	example.	

Citation:	Information	which	 fully	 identifies	 a	 publication:	 a	 complete	 citation	usually	 includes	
author,	 title,	 name	 of	 journal	 (if	 the	 citation	 is	 to	 an	 article)	 or	 publisher	 and	 place	 of	
publication	(if	to	a	book),	and	date.	Often	pages,	volume	numbers,	and	other	information	will	
be	included	in	a	citation.	

Reference	Assistant:	Reference	 assistants	 are	not	professional	 librarians,	 but	 they	have	been	
trained	 to	 help	 you	 with	 many	 of	 your	 research	 needs.	 Some	 reference	 departments	 hire	
reference	assistants	to	help	answer	reference	questions	and	provide	general	information	about	
the	library.	

Periodical	Indexes	and	Abstracts:	Periodical	indexes	are	searchable	databases	or	print	serials	of	
articles	which	have	appeared	in	journals,	magazines,	or	newspapers.	They	cite	the	author,	title,	
name	of	periodical,	volume,	pages	and	date	of	publication.	They	often	 include	abstracts-brief	
summaries	of	the	content	of	the	article.	

Reference:	A	 special	 department	 within	 a	 library	 where	 you	 can	 find	 librarians,	 reference	
assistants,	and	a	collection	of	reference	materials	to	help	you	with	your	research	needs.	

Reference	Collection:	A	selection	of	networked,	CD-ROM,	and	printed	library	materials	used	by	
reference	librarians	and	reference	assistants	to	help	people	find	information	or	to	do	research.	
Reference	collections	contain	many	sources	of	information,	such	as	encyclopedias,	dictionaries,	
almanacs,	 directories,	 or	 statistical	 compilations.	 They	may	 also	have	bibliographies,	 indexes,	
and	abstracts.	Printed	reference	materials	usually	do	not	leave	the	library.	

Reference	 Librarian:	Reference	 librarians	 are	 specialists	 in	 the	 field	 of	 information	 retrieval.	
Generally	they	have	a	Masters	degree	in	library	science,	and	many	have	other	graduate	degrees	



as	well.	They	are	available	at	reference	desks	to	help	you	find	the	information	you	are	looking	
for	

Bear	Access:	Computer	software	developed	at	Cornell	that	provides	access	to	a	large	number	of	
databases	and	services	available	on	the	campus	computer	network.	Freestanding	Bear	Access	
software	has	migrated	to	the	uPortal	interface.	

Call	 Numbers	
Each	item	in	a	library	collection	is	classified	in	a	subject	area	by	assigning	it	a	call	number.	These	
call	 numbers	 are	 placed	 on	 the	 spine	 of	 the	 book	 or	 bound	 journal.	 These	 books	 or	 bound	
journals	are	shelved	by	these	call	numbers	in	the	stacks.	

Cross	Reference:	A	 term	used	 in	 catalogs,	 thesauruses,	 reference	books,	 and	 indexes	 to	 lead	
you	from	one	form	of	entry	to	another	(e.g.,	American	poets	see	Poets–American).	

Internet:	A	worldwide	network	of	 computers	 that	 can	be	 accessed	 via	 the	 campus	 computer	
network.	The	Internet	allows	local	computer	users	to	find	and	use	databases	on	computers	of	
other	academic	institutions,	research	institutes,	private	companies	and	government	agencies.	

Keyword	 Searching:	Keyword	 searching	 allows	 a	 user	 to	 construct	 a	 search	 by	 looking	 for	 a	
word	or	combination	of	words	from	the	author,	title,	or	subject	fields	of	the	

Library	 web	 site:	An	 online	 site	 that	 provides	 access	 to	 a	 large	 number	 of	 library	 resources	
(indexes,	 journals,	 and	 reference	 materials,	 for	 example),	 library	 services,	 and	 information	
about	the	Cornell	University	Library.	

Stacks:	The	stacks	are	 the	part	of	 the	 library	which	houses	 the	physical	 collection.	Books	and	
periodicals	are	arranged	on	shelves	in	the	stacks.	

Subject	 Headings:	Words	 or	 phrases	 assigned	 to	 books	 and	 articles	 and	 used	 to	 index	 these	
items	 by	 topic.	 Determining	 the	 correct	 headings	 for	 a	 specific	 database	 or	 catalog	 is	 an	
important	part	of	effective	research.	See	also	Thesaurus.	

Thesaurus:	A	 list	 of	 all	 the	 subject	 headings	 or	 descriptors	 used	 in	 a	 particular	 database,	
catalog,	 or	 index.	 The	 thesaurus	 for	 the	 Classic	 Catalog	 is	 called	Library	 of	 Congress	 Subject	
Headings.	

World	Wide	Web:	Also	known	as	“the	 Internet.”	A	client-server	 information	system	that	uses	
the	Internet	to	access	computers	containing	hundreds	of	millions	of	web	sites.	

Periodicals:	Publications	which	are	 issued	at	 least	 twice	a	year,	 including	 journals,	magazines,	
and	newspapers.	Currentperiodicals	are	those	which	have	recently	arrived	and	are	usually	kept	
in	 loose	 binders,	 or	 on	 open	 shelves.	
	



Structure:	Figures	of	Speech	

Simile:	 	A	 simile	 is	a	 figure	of	 speech	 that	makes	a	comparison,	 showing	similarities	between	
two	different	things.	Unlike	a	metaphor,	a	simile	draws	resemblance	with	the	help	of	the	words	
“like”	or	“as”.	Therefore,	it	is	a	direct	comparison.	

We	can	find	simile	examples	in	our	daily	speech.	We	often	hear	comments	like	“John	is	as	slow	
as	a	snail.”	Snails	are	notorious	for	their	slow	pace	and	here	the	slowness	of	John	is	compared	
to	that	of	a	snail.	The	use	of	“as”	 in	the	example	helps	to	draw	the	resemblance.	Some	more	
examples	of	common	similes	are	given	below.	Below	are	some	common	examples	of	simile-	

• Our	soldiers	are	as	brave	as	lions.	
• Her	cheeks	are	red	like	a	rose.	
• He	is	as	funny	as	a	monkey.	
• The	water	well	was	as	dry	as	a	bone.	
• He	is	as	cunning	as	a	fox.	

Metaphor:	 Metaphor	 is	 a	 figure	 of	 speech	 which	 makes	 an	 implicit,	 implied	 or	 hidden	
comparison	between	two	things	that	are	unrelated	but	share	some	common	characteristics.	In	
other	words,	a	resemblance	of	two	contradictory	or	different	objects	is	made	based	on	a	single	
or	some	common	characteristics.	

In	simple	English,	when	you	portray	a	person,	place,	thing,	or	an	action	as	being	something	else,	
even	though	it	is	not	actually	that	“something	else,”	you	are	speaking	metaphorically.	“He	is	the	
black	 sheep	 of	 the	 family”	 is	 a	 metaphor	 because	 he	 is	 not	 a	 sheep	 and	 is	 not	 even	 black.	
However,	we	 can	 use	 this	 comparison	 to	 describe	 an	 association	 of	 a	 black	 sheep	with	 that	
person.	 A	 black	 sheep	 is	 an	 unusual	 animal	 and	 typically	 stays	 away	 from	 the	 herd,	 and	 the	
person	you	are	describing	shares	similar	characteristics.	

Most	of	us	think	of	a	metaphor	as	a	device	used	in	songs	or	poems	only,	and	that	it	has	nothing	
to	 do	 with	 our	 everyday	 life.	 In	 fact,	 all	 of	 us	 in	 our	 routine	 life	 speak,	 write	 and	 think	 in	
metaphors.	 We	 cannot	 avoid	 them.	 Metaphors	 are	 sometimes	 constructed	 through	 our	
common	language.	They	are	called	conventional	metaphors.	Calling	a	person	a	“night	owl”	or	
an	 “early	 bird”	 or	 saying	 “life	 is	 a	 journey”	 are	 common	 conventional	 metaphor	 examples	
commonly	heard	and	understood	by	most	of	us.	Below	are	some	more	conventional	metaphors	
we	often	hear	in	our	daily	life:	

• My	brother	was	boiling	mad.	(This	implies	he	was	too	angry.)	
• The	assignment	was	a	breeze.	(This	implies	that	the	assignment	was	not	difficult.)	
• It	 is	going	to	be	clear	skies	from	now	on.	(This	 implies	that	clear	skies	are	not	a	threat	

and	life	is	going	to	be	without	hardships)	
• The	skies	of	his	future	began	to	darken.	(Darkness	is	a	threat;	therefore,	this	implies	that	

the	coming	times	are	going	to	be	hard	for	him.)	
• Her	voice	is	music	to	his	ears.	(This	implies	that	her	voice	makes	him	feel	happy)	



Irony:	Irony	 is	 a	 figure	 of	 speech	 in	which	words	 are	 used	 in	 such	 a	way	 that	 their	 intended	
meaning	is	different	from	the	actual	meaning	of	the	words.	It	may	also	be	a	situation	that	may	
end	 up	 in	 quite	 a	 different	 way	 than	 what	 is	 generally	 anticipated.	 In	 simple	 words,	 it	 is	 a	
difference	between	the	appearance	and	the	reality.	

Types	of	Irony	

On	the	grounds	of	the	above	definition,	we	distinguish	two	basic	kinds	of	irony	i.e.	verbal	irony	
and	situational	irony.	A	verbal	irony	involves	what	one	does	not	mean.	When	in	response	to	a	
foolish	idea,	we	say,	“what	a	great	idea!”	it	is	a	verbal	irony.	A	situational	irony	occurs	when,	for	
instance,	a	man	is	chuckling	at	the	misfortune	of	the	other	even	when	the	same	misfortune,	in	
complete	unawareness,	is	befalling	him.	

Difference	between	Dramatic	Irony	and	Situational	Irony	

Dramatic	 irony	 is	 a	 kind	 of	 irony	 in	 a	 situation,	which	 the	writers	 frequently	 employ	 in	 their	
works.	 In	 situational	 irony,	 both	 the	 characters	 and	 the	 audience	 are	 fully	 unaware	 of	 the	
implications	of	the	real	situation.	In	dramatic	irony,	the	characters	are	oblivious	of	the	situation	
but	 the	 audience	 is	 not.	 For	 example,	 in	 “Romeo	 and	 Juliet”,	 we	 know	 much	 before	 the	
characters	 that	 they	 are	 going	 to	 die.	
In	real	life	circumstances,	irony	may	be	comical,	bitter	or	sometimes	unbearably	offensive.	

Common	Examples	of	Irony	

Let	us	analyze	some	interesting	examples	of	irony	from	our	daily	life:	

• I	posted	a	video	on	YouTube	about	how	boring	and	useless	YouTube	is.	
• The	name	of	Britain’s	biggest	dog	was	“Tiny”.	
• You	 laugh	at	a	person	who	slipped	stepping	on	a	banana	peel	and	 the	next	 thing	you	

know,	you	slipped	too.	
• The	butter	is	as	soft	as	a	marble	piece.	
• “Oh	great!	Now	you	have	broken	my	new	camera.”	

	


